
University of Otago Magazine
A magazine for alumni and friends of the University of Otago
Issue 28
February 2011
ISSN - 1175-8147

Editor  Karen Hogg
Designer Peter Scott
Writers Simon Ancell 
 Janet Hoek 
 Nicola Mutch
 Ainslie Talbot
 Rebecca Tansley
 Kim Thomas
 Mark Wright
 Nigel Zega
Photographers Ross Coombes
 Alan Dove 
 Chris Hoult
 Bill Nichol
 Michael Roberts
 Graham Warman 

Advertising Ryan Helliwell
Cover Alan Dove
Printing PMP Print
Circulation Office of Development and Alumni Relations
 

Please email database.alumni@otago.ac.nz
• to update or change delivery address
• to read the Magazine and other alumni communications electronically
• to receive just one “household” postal copy of the Magazine

Editorial contact details
University of Otago Magazine
Marketing and Communications
PO Box 56
Dunedin 9054 
New Zealand
Tel  64 3 479 8679
Fax  64 3 479 5417
Email  mag.editor@otago.ac.nz
Web  www.otago.ac.nz/otagomagazine 

Copyright 
You are welcome to reproduce material from the magazine after gaining permission 
from the editor. All reproduced material must be appropriately acknowledged.

The University of Otago Magazine is published by the Marketing and 
Communications Division of the University. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the University.

TOTALLY  
WIRED
MEETTHEFUTURE

NuForce digital 
amplifiers
Small, power efficient, digital savvy and 
affordable. From a stereo amplifier that 
costs no more than a basic iPod, to a highly 
specified digital preamp for under NZ$800, 
the NuForce products are the most exciting 
prospect we have heard when it comes to 
delivering great sound to more people. 

Geneva music systems
Based in Switzerland, Geneva Lab design a 
range of what you could best describe as 
very high quality single box systems that just 
happen to play iPods. Starting at just $649 
they make more than a design statement.  
Four gorgeous models to choose from for the 
desk to the living room. All have radio and 
iPod docks with larger models incorporating 
CD players as well.

Tivoli new Model 10
Tivoli celebrate 10 years of great radio by 
bringing you their best yet. Model 10 is small 
in size yet big on sound and can expand to 
stereo. Fully featured with a variety of inputs 
for flexible listening, remote control and a 
choice of high grade finishes Model 10 is 
your ultimate radio. From $449.

John Ransley BSc (Hons) Otago and  
Sharon Guytonbeck BA Otago.

Totally Wired Ltd.
The Terrace Houses
217 Stuart Street, DUNEDIN
email info@totallywired.co.nz
www.totallywired.co.nz
Phone (+64) 3 479 0444
NZ Toll Free 0800 909 101

Totally Wired supports the World Wide Fund for Nature.
Choices made today will determine the future.
Become design conscious, consume less and help  
protect the environment.

VISIT Totally Wired in Dunedin’s historic 
Stuart Street Terrace Houses. EXPLORE our 
web site. CALL or email us for information.

www.totallywired.co.nz
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Icon HDP - $799
"World-class performance from your digital source"
High Performance Headphone Amp, DAC and Preamp
The Nuforce Icon HDP incorporates a full-speed USB DAC and full-function S/PDIF D/A converter, plus a 
headphone-amplifier circuit and preamp output. Supporting digital USB, S/PDIF in coaxial and 3.5mm optical 
(3.5mm) modes, along with an analog line input, the HDP accommodates all manner of audio devices. The Icon 
HDP, which has been designed to serve as the heart of a high-performance audio system, competes head-on 
with DACs and preamps costing several times its price.
Note: The Icon HDP employs the same DAC as our high-end CDP-8 (MSRP $1450.00) and a preamp similar to 
that of the P-8S (MSRP $1650.00). The following design features contributed to the stellar performance of the 
Icon HDP:
The digital input has no capacitors in its signal path. The analog input utilizes a single DC-decoupling capacitor.
Components along the signal path are minimized.
The 24/96 USB interface outputs a I2S signal to a high-quality DAC.
The digital circuit occupies a separate daughter board.
The DAC chip consists of four internal 24/192kHz DACs that provide a fully differential and balanced output. The 
differential signal's DC offset operates without a need for decoupling caps. Digital and analog voltages each 
have separately isolated internal power regulations.

Features
*USB 2.0 Full Speed compliant and 1.1 
supported, 8-96kHz/16-24-bit
*S/PDIF input: Coaxial up to 192kHz/24-bit 
or Optical up to 192kHz/24-bit
*Analog input: 3.5mm or RCA input
*Audiophile-grade DA converter
*Low-distortion, high-current headphone 
amplifier
*High quality analog volume control
Subwoofer connection - a RCA male to two 
RCA female adapter can be used to 
provide extra connection to subwoofer.

Package Contents Include
*Toslink to optical mini adapter
*6.3mm stereo plug (male) to 3.5mm stereo 
connector (female) adapter
*Silicone stand
*AC adaptor 
Specifications
Analog Inputs: RCA or 3.5mm when 
inserted
Digital input: S/PDIF - Coaxial or 3.5mm 
Optical when inserted. Coaxial up to 
192kHz/24-bit or Optical up to 192kHz/24-
bit
USB DAC: USB 1.0 and 1.1 up to 44.1kHz/
16-bit, USB 2.0 Full-Speed up to 96kHz/24-
bit
RCA Output: 2.6 Vrms (cuts off when 
headphone is inserted)
Output impedance 100 Ohm
Headphone Output
*6.3mm full-size headphone output jack 
drives headphones up to 600-Ohm (96 
mW@600-Ohm)
*Output impedance 10 Ohm


